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Kia ora whānau,
This year we have updated webpages/blogs so that we can inform whānau of key
information and share resources and results direct to you. Check out the Maths,
Enrichment, Sports and Library blogs via the links at the bottom of the homepage of our
website https://www.stalbans.school.nz
Suzie our sports coordinator has uploaded all the results from the Year 5 and 6 Athletics
event and many awesome photos. Please check each events results via the sports blog:
https://sites.google.com/stalbans.school.nz/st-albans-sport-blog/home
Celebrating Learning: This week across the kura we have
been learning about Diwali. Diwali is a Hindu festival
which lasts 5 days. Diwali means ‘row of lighted lamps’
and is often called the Festival of Lights. The festival
celebrates good over evil; light over darkness. The
goddess of Wealth (Lakshmi) is honoured during Diwali
which is also considered to be the Hindu New Year.
Because there are many religions in India, Diwali is
celebrated in many different languages (and also all over
the world).
Diwali - by Shanaya in Pīwakawaka 23
People in India celebrate Diwali.
They put lights on all the buildings in town because its special
for them.
They pray to Goddess Lakshmi and let her come in their house.
They open the doors and the windows.
They put coloured sand on the floor and get ready to go to
the temple in their new clothes.
Fire Lights – by Aniva in Pīwakawaka 24
Rainbow Snowflakes
Shooting Stars
Orange Saturn
Shooting Water
Orange Balls
Silver Rings
Golden Lights
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This week's Good Sort is Cooper - Unfortunately Cooper broke his
collarbone at the end of last term. This means he has to stop playing sport
until he is fully mended. Cooper was an immense help at athletics the week
before last. He was busy running messages between all the teachers and
was simply a pleasure to work with.
Winter Sport Prize Giving
Congratulations to the following
students who received trophies for
their respective sports:
Cross Country Boys:
Ruben H
Cross Country Girls:
Harriet P
Basketball:
Angelic V
Rugby:
Haami R
Football:
Levi F
Netball:
Otiia K
Hockey:
Ruben H
Rippa:
Angelic V
Sun Safety: Check out our new shade sails! These are providing
wonderful shade for learning time and play. A reminder that all
children must be wearing a school cap or navy blue sunhat daily.
Road Safety: Recently we have been contacted by concerned
whānau in our community in regards to road safety and our
tamariki. Please note the traffic lights on Cranford Street are still a
concern for our community crossing this road. Please remind your
children to STOP and look before crossing on the green light. We
have also had a report of two young girls on scooters from our
school that were almost hit by a car on Somme Street. Please reiterate the importance of
road safety with your children whether biking, scooting or walking, and encourage them
to be aware of traffic around them.
Parent Volunteer Update: For those parents who are considering offering to be a parent
helper to support learning from 15th November, please read the following carefully. The
requirement impacts parent volunteers for the Pīwakawaka Beach Education trip and the
Year 5 and 6 Camps.
The government has mandated that anyone working with children in schools needs to have
had at least their first vaccination by 15th November. To help us ensure we are adhering to
these requirements, we are asking all Parent Volunteers for the Beach Ed and camps to
bring evidence of having had your vaccination to the school office. Diane, our school’s
Executive Officer, will sight your vaccination card/certificate and document this. This
information will remain strictly confidential. Please use https://bit.ly/3k3zHZQ (or
another official site) to generate your vaccination certificate.
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School Closures - Show Weekend is approaching fast!
Friday 12th November is Canterbury Show Day: School will be closed
Monday 15th November is a teacher only day: School will be closed
Ngā mihi,
Jo, Glen and Carmen on behalf of the team
SCHOOL NOTICES
School Accounts – Thanks to everyone who has made payment on their accounts. We
would really appreciate accounts being up to date by the end of the year. Many school
costs are tax deductible so 33.33% can be claimed back at the end of the tax year. This
makes activities and the school donation even more affordable!
Acorn Fund – The Board of Trustees along with generous support from the PTA and other
members of our community, provide funding to support families in financial need. Up to
$70 per child is available to help cover school costs. If you would like to apply to the
Acorn Fund, please email diane.mawhinney@stalbans.school.nz to request an application
form. Alternatively if you are in a position to support others, you are most welcome to
donate to this fund. Please contact Diane in the office if you wish to make a donation.
COMMUNITY NOTICES
Opportunity to try Scouting - Malvern Scout Kea Club has room for more. If your child or
children are looking for an after-school activity that provides hands-on experiences, lots of
opportunities to get messy, get out and about in nature, contribute positively to the
community and learn leadership skills, then Keas may be for them. Kea Clubs provide safe
and nurturing environments for children to have fun and develop their creativity.
Kea Scouts are aged 5 to 8. As a Kea you will: have lots of fun and go on awesome
adventures, play heaps of games and make lots of friends, learn the Kea Promise and
Motto, learn to sing the Kea Song and Kea Yell, take part in national events such as Kea
Day, Founder’s Day, and Mudslide Day. The first 4 weeks are free. Please contact us to
register your interest on 0800 726 887 or email Jeff on malvernsanz@gmail.com
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SURFKIDS – Children’s Surfing Programme - Learn the skills of surfing
in a fun, safe environment. All equipment provided and professional
instruction from Aaron Lock and team. For kids 8 - 14 years. Sunday’s
10am to 12pm. Dec / Jan holidays programme from 20th December,
10am - 12pm. Cost $35 per day or $150 for five or $290 for ten lessons. Bookings
essential. Held at Sumner. Call Aaron on 0800 80 SURF (7873) or register online at
www.surfcoach.co.nz/book

Elements provides a truly authentic outdoor experience for children. Elements
is no ordinary programme as we consider how the environment helps the
developing child learn & grow. Active movement, creative play & fun! Explore

5-13 years

in the bush, creek, climb trees, group games in open spaces, plenty of
opportunity for imagination. Or challenge your construction skills by making
huts & more with Elements resources. This Summer holidays Elements are
offering a range of multi-day programmes as well as single day sessions:

Going Wild Christmas
Battle Day!

20-21 Dec
5-28 Jan

Floats n Boats
Crazy@Cracroft
Messy Play on the Farm
Barefoot n Buckets
Kiwi Summer

Register now for the summer holidays
ter
Website: https://www.elementsnature.co.nz/

Fb: https://www.facebook.com/elementsprogrammes
To book: https://elements.aimyplus.com/

Lincoln
Marshland
Cashmere
Cracroft
Brighton

Email: elementsprogrammes@gmail.com
Phone: Kim 027 9340409

Disclaimer: St Albans School does not necessarily support or endorse any of the services advertised in this newsletter.
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