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Kia ora whānau,
What a wonderful start to the day with a visit from the
Easter Bunny. Thank you, Easter Bunny for bringing so
much joy to our morning.
Disco: A BIG thank you
to our wonderful PTA
who organised the disco
last Friday. What a
wonderful opportunity
to bring our community
together and for the children to
have fun. We understand there
were some issues with bookings
online. We are investigating this
and we hope to have a foolproof
process for the next disco.
Reports: Today our Term 1 reports go live at 4pm. Your
child's teacher has written a comment in regards to their
learning dispositions. They have also written three goals.
Please take the time over Easter to sit with your child and celebrate the successes of Term
1 and discuss their Term 2 goals. When you discuss the goals, plan with your child what
action they need to take to achieve them, and the support you can give them to reach
their goals. Your child will be asked to discuss their goals in class next week.
Staffing Update: After much deliberation Ros Tippen has decided to return to her parttime teaching role at St Albans. We would like to thank Ros immensely for stepping in at
short notice to cover the position in Kāhu 19 for Term 1. Congratulations to Lauren Keir
who will take over K19 from the beginning of Term 2 for the remainder of the year. Ros
will remain as Lauren’s Friday release teacher. We welcome back Olivia Hanson who will
be Paul Page’s release teacher on Friday’s from Term 2 onwards. We look forward to
having Olivia back regularly as part of the team.
Noho Marae: This week our students from Te Tikanga Rua Reo attended an overnight stay
at Rāpaki Marae. What an action packed two days of swimming, beach art, poi making,
waka ama paddling and much more. Thank you to the teaching team for their outstanding
organisation and the wonderful parents who supported the tamariki. We couldn’t do this
without you. Ka Pai. See the next page for photos of the noho marae activities.
Titiro, whakarongo, kōrero.
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Second Hand Uniform Sale:
Term 2 is just around the
corner and that means a
switch to our winter
uniform. The PTA will be holding a second hand uniform sale
next week in the hall before and after school on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday 8.30 - 9am and 3 - 3.15pm. We would
also appreciate donations of any second hand uniforms which are still in good condition.
These can be dropped into the office or Oak Leaf Cafe.
Homework Policy Review Outcome - Thank you to all those families who responded to
our Home Learning Policy consultation. We appreciate your time and feedback. The
results showed 94% of respondents in favour of the new Home Learning Policy. This has
now been updated on the School Docs website.
We noticed three themes that were evident in the results of this survey and would like to
offer the following information to help parents.
Firstly, school has changed in recent years and the way children learn is different to
when parents were at school. This has led to questions about the best ways to support
your child/ren at home.
We acknowledge that there have been many changes to the way teaching and learning
happen today. We strongly recommend chatting with your child/ren to ask them about
what/how they are learning. So much insight can be gained from these conversations.
Asking your child to show you how they are solving problems (particularly in maths) allows
you to see the process they are using as well as consolidating their own understanding.
Teachers are also very happy to explain strategies being taught.
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Seesaw is a tool that is used across the school. Ask your child to show you their learning
on Seesaw - you will be amazed at the insight this can give you as a window into the
classroom. We also recommend checking in on class blogs to see what has been
happening in the classroom.
This website: https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Archives/Assessment/Supporting-parentsand-whanau/Resources has some excellent resources that have been produced by the
Ministry of Education. There are links at each level of the curriculum to pamphlets that
give an overview of what children are learning and how parents can support learning at
home. These resources are very worthwhile and we strongly encourage you to take a look.
Another common theme was “what is the best way to teach basic facts?” Each person
learns things such as basic facts differently. There are many games that can help - memory
card games, online games, card or dice games. When learning times tables, it helps
children if they understand that 3x4 is the same as 4x3. This website: https://studenttutor.com/blog/how-to-learn-multiplication-tables/ gives an excellent example of one way
tables can be learned. This website: https://www.transum.org/Maths/Activity/Beat_The_Clock/
has a fun game for children to increase speed and accuracy of basic fact recall. Many
children find songs help them to learn basic facts while others prefer the old fashioned
way and like to chant them! Check out our maths blogs on the school website for lots of
links to great sites.
A common question was “Will we still get reading books?” Teachers will continue to
send readers home with younger children and all children are encouraged to read daily.
Our school library is available to all children with regular class visits as well as the
opportunity to visit during lunch times. Spending time reading to your children is
invaluable, talking with them about what the story is about is also very worthwhile and
will have a huge impact on their ability to understand the story on a deeper level.
We love that families are valuing time together and providing opportunities for children to
participate in out of school activities, there is so much learning in these experiences and
they help to ensure a balanced, well rounded and happy child.
Look out for the school website which in Term 2 will have a maths site with links to many
fantastic resources. There are also links to the kāhui blogs which also have links to learning
sites as well as comprehensive information about the learning happening
in the classroom at that time.
Enjoy a wonderful Easter break with your whānau. Be
safe and we look forward to seeing all our tamariki back
next Wednesday.
Ngā mihi, Glen and Jo on behalf of our team
Out of School Achievements - Congratulations to Tamaki from Kāhu 19
who won a silver medal at the NZ Grappler Christchurch Southern Series
Jiu-Jitsu competition held last weekend.
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SCHOOL NOTICES
Yr 5/6 Basketball - We are looking to enter a Year 5/6 team into the Canterbury Basketball
tournament. This tournament is played over Term’s 2 and 3, beginning on 13th May for 6
weeks, and re-starting in Term 3 on 29th July for six weeks, concluding on 2nd September.
Games are played on Thursday’s between 3.30pm and 8pm, with the occasional Friday
afternoon game. As this is an after school hours tournament, I am looking for expressions
of interest for one or two parents to coach this proposed team. Unfortunately, if we are
unable to get a coach, we will not be able to enter a team. Please email Suzie if you are
interested sport@stalbans.school.nz
PTA NEWS
§ Oak Leaf Café – Wednesday to Friday
8.30 – 9am
§ Second-hand Uniforms are on sale in the
Oak Leaf Café during opening hours
COMMUNITY NOTICES
Heaton Girls Uniform - I have two drycleaned kilts to give away. By moving the
buttons they will fit almost all girls. I also
have two Heaton school shirts size 12. Please
see Sam in Kāhu 20 if you'd like these.
Studio One Performing Arts - Ballet, Jazz,
Contemporary and Acro lessons in your area.
The school’s director is teacher, Patricia Paul
A.R.A.D. (London), choreographer and exballet dancer. Ballet lessons from 3ys
through to advanced, and all levels in Jazz
and contemporary starting from age 7. For all
enquiries please phone 372-9191 or
email info@studioone.co.nz

Disclaimer: St Albans School does not necessarily support or endorse any of the services advertised in this newsletter.
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